THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINIONS      401
vital, and tliat tlie Ottawa Conference, in determining Chapter
that it is impossible to make any concession on that "^
head, is acting in accordance with the necessities of the
case. It was there agreed that no treaty obligations into
which they might enter in the future should be allowed
to interfere with any mutual preferences which the
Governments of the Commonwealth might decide to
accord, and that they would free themselves from exist-
ing treaties, if any, which might so interfere. They
would also take all steps necessary to implement the
preferences which may be granted. This arrangement
will involve not merely the disappearance of the prin-
ciple of the treaty of 1928 between the Union and
Germany, but it will involve reconsideration of the
terms of other existing British treaties, and the further
obligation of securing commodity prices (e.g. of lumber)
against the rendering useless of the preference by
foreign dumping, as in the case of Russia, necessitated
the termination of the Eussian agreement of 1930, and
the German treaty of 1924 may be affected.
For purposes of business the Dominions have long
been in the habit of using Trade Commissioners; thus
the Union established one at Milan in 1921 and another
in the United States in 1925, precursors in a sense of
the later decision to have diplomatic representation in
these countries. The Commonwealth and New Zealand
prefer to rely on such representatives in lieu of appoint-
ing diplomatists.
In the Dominions foreign countries are regularly
represented for economic purposes by Consuls of various
ranks, from Consuls-General downwards. As has been
noted, the approval of such appointments rests now
with the Dominion Governments, and in the case of
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